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With recent changes in management 


Now prison guards can also 

bo PENALIZED 


THERE seems lo be a sixuiition of tension at KIA 
again, this time under the prison guards. Apparently 
the Du’ector of KIA Trudy Has sell has introduced 
changes in management wliere piison guai'ds can be 
viewed as the offenders and even be penalized for 
then' behavior. 

Accordmg to recent mfonnation, KIA management 
has decided that if a piisoner is found with drugs or a 
ceil phone that piison guards will be held responsible 


for this, and can be punished. 'This is not possible," a 
piison guaid said to Aruba Traveller staff. According 
to this guai'd, it is not them fault that prisoners 
somethnes receive these items even when they tiy 
them utmost to make sure these items do not enter 
the prison. 

Instead of the piisoner receiving punishment for 
carrying drugs, weapons, or cell phones, now the 
guards can be held responsible for allowing these 
item s mto the prison.'' Wliy ai'e the prisoners who have 


been found with these items not being mterrogated?" 
the guard asked. 

Tire situation is causmg much bck of motivation for 
the piison guards and appaientiy many cases of sick 
leave as well. 

The new policy has not yet been offlciaily introduced, 
but the prison guards complam that they were not 
mvolved in tlie process of this new system, even 
though they will have to carry out the work. 




















































is the moment 
when we must reach 

a balanced budget 

AFTER r'iDalizmg the lii'st round of que stions in Parliament duiing the budget 
meeting of the Mimstiy of Touiiam, Transport, Piimaiy Sector and Culture, 
Minister Otmar Odubei' said that he will use repoit numbers to clarity the 
questions on tourism and show the reality of tourism in Ainba, which is 
contraiy to insmuatLons that Tourism is not doing well 

Concerning the signing of the protocol, the Minister said that any politician 
who tmly stands m defense of his island and believes in the fight that started 
in the 40s wih always stand for it. 

Then the Minister in his turn questioned the MEP paitVs motives, because 
according to the Minister, never in all of the party's trajectoiy of the last couple 
of years has the party made a gesture that shows that they stand in defense of 
the island's autonomy or have they fought for the right of auto determination 
and aU of the aspects of the fight related to the Separate Stams. 

They speak about it many times, said the Minister, but they are never seen 
taking any actions They only thing they try, the Minister went on, ls to come 
to power and they think that by imposing through the Netherlands they can 
reach their political goals. So there are many examples of each time that they 
show that they do not stand for what they so strongly voice to beheve, the 
Minister said. 

Minister Oduber also said that now is the moment when we must stand for 
what we beheve in, stand for the chosen route to reach a balance budget. 
Aiaiba is the only country in the Kingdom that has had economic growth 
consecutively over the past five years, Oduber said, contiary to others, and 
today we must roll up our sleeves and make suio that the plan that has been 
placed before us is executed and that we reach a balanced budget by 20IS. 


Former Valero 
Director is now on the 
Board of Directors off 
Occidental Petroleum 



ACGORDlNGtoa recent Occidental of Valero, having joined them in 
Petroleum Coiporadon publication, 2005. He also worked as the CEO of 
Bid Klesse, formerly of the Valero Valero until May 2014. Kiesse was 
Energy Corporation, has been the executive that the Government 
elected onto the Boaid of Occidental headed by PiimeMmisterNeLOduber 
Petroleum Cotp„ negotiated with unsuccessfully, At 

which time Oduber told Ktesse to 
KLesse, who is 63, was foimeily die place the refinery on his back and 
Chairman of the Board of Du'ectors leave Ai'uba. 
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MEP Fraction 

Questioning 

MANAGEMENT 

of Otmar Oduber's Ministry 



ON Thursday the budget meetuigs in 
Parlinment continued treating the Ministry 
of Toui'ism, Transport, Priniaiy Sector, and 
Culture, The Members of the MEP Fraction 
focused, among others, on the quahty of 
tourism and on cuiture, 

Concerned Parliament Member Dangui 
Oduber said 'There is a fictitious growth, 
and this growth is thanks to the unusual 
growth m the tourists h’om Venezuela, Tire 
numbers mdicate that a tourist today spends 
far less per day compared to m the yeai' 2008 
The touiists who are coming to Aruba cannot 
be considered a sustamed development Tire 
occupancy per night has dropped: occupancy 
at private homes and m apaitments has 
mcreased, Accordmg to the ATA du’ector they 
will be adjusting the projections of touiists 
from Venezuela, caking the social-economic 
situation of diis countiy mto account By 
saying this she has staited to alert the people 
that this year tourism will drop.'' 

Fmction Leader of the MEP Evelyn Wever- 
Croes during the debate with the Tourism 
Minister emphasized the need to protect our 
only economic pillar. 'Tourism is our only 
economic piUar, and experts in the field have 
erqrressed their concerns. Tourism alone 
cannot contmue to cany our economy. The 
risk is that it may burn out and then we would 
lose eveiythmg. That is why I have asked 
the Government to work on diversitying our 
economy and not to destroy the economic 


p illar of the refineiy.” 

Parliament Member GuiUfred Besaril raised 
concerns on agiiculrure. He said: 'Local 
faimers are confronting a dilficult peiiod 
because of seveiul reasons. Water is one of the 
highest costs for those who aie m agiiculture 
The problem of water is so chronic chat there 
faimers who aie almost bankiiipt. Faimers 
suggested a Fixed Piice for water from WEE 
or the possibility of purchasing the water 
that WEB uses for rmsing tubes at a good 
piice." Eesaiil asked the Mmister how he 
plans to handle this issue. Eesaiil also said 
farmers have been complammg about unfair 
competition of products from abroad- The 
Minister was asked how he plans to protect 
the local farmers from the unfair competition 
that the group is worried about, 

Parliament Member Xiomara Ruiz-Mad uro 
believes the proposed pai‘king meCers m the 
downtown area will have a negative effect on 
busmess in the Mam Sti'eet at this time. She 
says the reconstruction works that took place 
durmg the la st Government period has ah eady 
resulted in much loss m sales and jobs, and 
even caused the cLosmg of many businesses, 
Ruiz-Mad uro also asked the Minister to 
bring cbrity concernmg the rumors of his 
retirement horn the Government of AVP 
related to the Board of Financial Supervision 
CCFT) protocol After which the leader came 
out congiatulatmg the people Ibr the signing 
of the protocol. 


Minister 

Benny 

Sevinger gels 
caught in 
chain accident 

on Schotiandstraat 



MINISTER Benny Sevmger apparently got caught m a 
cham accident involving ten vehicles on Schotiandstraat on 
Saturday afternoon. This took place around the ABC Tours 
property, where a truck apparently sphied oil on the road, 
causmg the cars to shp and run mto each other. 

The truck involved belonged to AWCOF, a company that 
collects industrial oil to export for recychng. The truck was 
comhig fi'om Pos Chikito. Du ling that pai t of the drive the oil 
was spilhng but stilL hmited, and did nor cause any accidents. 
But by the time the tmck reached Schoikmd stiaat the hd of 
the oil contamer reportedly broke off completely, spilhng 
used oil all over the road while the truck was still drivhig. 

The truck diiver did not even reahze the disaster he was 
leavmg behind. ALL in all there were ten vehicles mvolved in 
seven crashes. TliankfulLy there were no mJunes among the 
victmis, but there was substantial material damage. 

Tlie DOW was called to the site to pour sand on the spihed 
oil and prevent further d amage The oil c ompany will be held 
responsible for the damages caused 














I cannot understand 
why MEP is against 
modernizing Education 


ONE of the most asked questions 
duitng- the Parliament budget meeting 
on Education was about the Geriit 
Eietveld Academy of the I^etherlands 
which has a bmiich established 
on Aruba. 'This is one of the most 
fieqiiently repeated topics/' Mmister 
of Education MLcheLle Hooyboer- 
Wuiklaar said, "And I don't understand 
why the students of Ilietveld Aruba aie 
not permitted ihe Luxury of hatang a 
piep school m the arts at the level of 
Kieiveid," 

Geiiit Eietvel Aiaiba has apparently 
been estabhshed for foui" years aheady 
on the island of Aiiiba, reportedly 
has its omi Caribbean chaiacter, is 
playmg a prominent roie m the Aruban 
community, says the Mmstery of 
Education, and is educating talented 
young people in fine arts, incLudmg 
sculpting and design, Hie preparatory 


program started on October 10, 2011, 
when the hrst phase Lasted for 30 
weeks. Several teachers from the Gerrit 
Eietveid Academy m Amsterdam came 
to reach various subjects, mcluding 
cheoiT, m this prep course. 

A total of 110 students went through 
the Academy, 97 percent Ain bans, 
and 20 of them, 18.2 percent, were 
accepted into Gerrit Rietveld Academy 
Amsterdam where there are six 
programs bemg offered, two Bachelor 
degrees, in Sculptmg and Design, and 
four Master's studies, m EJesign, Crafts, 
Fine Arts, and Interior Architecture. 
Concer ning the comparison in costs, 
the Education Minister said the 
RLetveid Academy Ai'uba costs Atl 2d00 
per student, wtiiLe the University of 
Ai'uba students each cost Atl 3500, and 
the teacher's college PA students cost 
Afl3370. 


'If is regrettable that the MEP Fraction 
m Par liam ent continues to attack a 
group of students who want to study 
somethmg different at this level,"' 
said Minrstei Hooyboer-Wmklaar. To 
illustrate the importance and value of 
this study, the leader refeired to the 
expeiience of one student wbo was 
accepted into the Bachelor program 
with just his MAVO high school 
diploma. 

Jbris, a fu’Et year student says, ‘The 
preparatoiy course was the moment 
when everything changed for me. I 
discovered what I wanted to do in 
my hfe. I had dropped out of the EPI 
I had been studying Hospitahty. One 
assignment I received was to write a 
stoiy. I decided to make something up 
ui stead of wiitmg a boring story about 
what I had done duiing the school 
break. My parents were called in to 
the school They thought I was crazy. 


I didn't return. I knew I needed to 
have a HAVO high school degree to be 
accepted into GerritRietveLd, but based 
on my portfolio from the preparatoiy 
course I was allowed to apply anyway! 
It is quite an exception to be accepted 
with a MAVO high school diploma into 
the Rietveld program ” 

Hiis year, the Ministiy of Education 
infoims, Rietveld Academy received 
250 applications tor the 2016-2017 
school year, of winch 157 are Aruban 
students who want to pursue a degree 
in the aits. "Hie fact that a monument 
is being used cannot be held against 
the students of the Rietveid Academy,” 
Hooyboer-Wmldaar said. "And no 
matter how much the Opposition tiles 
to smear this [project], I wrli continue 
to support them until we implement the 
Bachelor program, because Ido believe 
in these students," the Minister said 
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The Aruba Chamber and Elever Strategy present 

TE DxO r a n j esia d Wo me n, 
an innovative and different 

conference 



Elever Strategy & Solutions 
backed by the Aiuba Chamber 
of Commerce (KvK] present the 
TEDxOranje stud Women conference, 
for the fii'st tmie on Aruba, on May 
28, 2015. Tills conference wbich will 
feature a. com bination of Eve streamed 
presentations from the TEDWomen 
conference m Monteii'ey Cahfomia 
and four local speakers; will be held at 
the KvK auditorium. 

TED Talks 

TED IS a non-profit oi'ganLzation 
dedicated to the sharing of ideas. 
Usually the TED Talk is a power 
speech lasting about 18 mmutes 
or less. TED was initiated in 1984 
as a conference where technology, 
enterramment and design were 
the main topics Nowadays it is the 
conference that touches all topics, 
from science to others of global 
impoitance. TEDx events such as 
the TEDsOranjestad Women, are 
independently oiganized events with 
the goal of sharmg mnovative ideas 
withm the community. 

TED is a global commumty where 
people from all corners of the world, 
from all disciplines and cultures come 
together in one conference, either 
personally or virtually, to gam a better 
understandmg of today's world. TED 
fervently beheves that mnovative 
ideas have the power to change 
attitudes, lives, and uhimately the 
entire world. 

Goal of the Conference 

Spark, Surface, Seduce, Sustom, Shift, 

Share. 

The goal of the conference is to set 
off a spark in the paiticipants to 
create mnovative Ideas, motivate 
them to take action, and bring the 
barriers that keep them from success 
in theii" personal and professional 
Eves to the suiiace. Also how we 
sometimes subconsciously participate 
in drscrimmation. Scientific proof 
and e>Qmples of daily life will seduce 
the participants to think positively 


and differently m order to sustain a 
high level of leadership and shift our 
thinking m ways that connect us with 
others instead of dividing us. The 
conference will stimulate participants 
to share theh experiences and 
aclnevements wltli each other. 

Durmg ttie conference four local 
speakers will give theh first TED 
Talk. This speech, aside from being 
presented to the audience will also 
be uploaded on the TED YouTube 
ch ann el making iT accessible to 
miUionE of people around die world. 
The local speakers are Valerie Croes, 
Wendy Maduro Johnson, Nathalie 
Maduro, and YakarrGabiiel 

The mtematronal speakers who will 
be featured via Eve stream uiclude 
fomier American President Jmimy 
Carter, Jane Fonda, and Maria BeEo, 
famous actors and activists. 

The conference wiE be split mto 
two sections. Sec Eon 1 is the Spark 
St Suiiace section, which will start 
at 11 00 a.m. and end at 3 00 p.m 
Section 2 is the Seduce & Sustam 
section, which wLE start at 5:00 p.m. 
and end at 9:00 p.m. AddrEonol 
information about the conference 
IS available on the Fac ebook page 
TEDxOran jestadWomen or by c allin g 
the KvK at 582-1566 ext 27 of 42. 

Keep reading below for a brief bro of 
each local speaker 

Valerie Croes 

Valerie is a 35-old Aruban young 
woman who Eves m New York 
After fmishmg her degree nr the 
Netherlands, Valerie started her 
professLonalcai'eer m Ai'uba as a fiscal 
lawyer. After growEig Ei tins position, 
she took on the chahenge of working 
m New York and became Eie d hector 
of the International Tax Fmonciol 
Services at Pricev/aterhouseCoopers. 
Valerie is the founder of The L±v 
Group, a new and umovative 
company with the goal of changmg 


how we think, hve, and do busmess. 
Valerre reached the top of her career 
nr a record time, but stiE felt that 
she was missmg something. After a 
period of re-evaluatnig her Efe and 
career, Valeiie rs now working with 
companies across the globe, advising 
them ui innovative ideas. 

Wendy Maduro Johnson 
Wendy is a young Aruban, a radical 
feminist, and a feivent defender of 
breastfeeding. From a veiy young 
age Wendy liad a passion for human 
rights, and women's rights. Wendy 
will share her personal experience of 
growing up hi an extremely religious 
envu'onment and her decision to 
become an atheist. In a refreslung way 
Wendy wEl present her pomt of view 
of how women today, the so-called 
Mille nnia l Female s, see friend ship. 

NathiEe Maduro 

NathoEe is the fir st female dfrector 
of rhe Department of Agriculture, 
Cattle Breeding and Fishing m Aruba, 
known as Santa Rosa. Nathalie's 
expertise and enthusiasm to dfrect 
this department is derived from her 
Efe as a female fanner and breeder, 
winch she has been doEig together 
with her paitner and two chEdren for 
the past 12 years. Before pming the 
department, NaEiaEe worked for 22 
years in the Am ba Tourism Authority 
both on Aruba and m the U. S NarhaEe 
will share her vision for agiiculture on 
Aruba and many mnovative ways to 
grow the pmnaiy sector on Aruba. 

YakariGabiieL 

Yakori is a wiiter and m her free time 
recites poetiy. Yakari came to Amba 
when she was four years old. As the 
daughter of a Etommican emigrant, 
from a veiy young age Yakaii had to 
fight off the Latuio stereotyping m our 
community. Many tEnes she uses her 
personalespeiiences as an mspnnEon 
for her poetry. Yakari is a young 
woman with a strong character who 
is derermuied to change the world 
thi'ough words. 
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Enthusiastic teens 
collect for the Queen 
Wilhelmina Fund 


LAST weekend many people Leaded to rhe 
streets to help collect money tor the Konmgmg 
Willie lmin n Fonds (KWF), the cancer 
foundation Queen Wilhe lmin a Fund. 
Various teens enthusiastlcahy helped 
collect In seveml Locations around the 
island, such as Super Food groceiy story 
and the South Beach Mah. Also around 
various roundabouts and other areas 
volunteers collected and in this way made 
theu' contiibution cowards helping the 
commumtV c om bat cancer. 


seio/ice to the community The collectors well 
be on the streets and at various supemiarkets 
and at busymtersectlons and roundabouts untrl 
May 15. They can be recegntzed by the red 
aprons they wear', theii' badge wirh the KWF 
Aruba kgo, and abo the gray coUectmg boxes 
with the Logo. With the funds the KWF manages 
to collect, they can contmue helpmg cancer 
patients and rheu'famihes- 
The KWF hopes the community will give, so they 
can contmue to help families in the community. 
For more information, or if you also would 
Irke to make a contiibution, please contact the 
KWF Infonnation Center at phone number 582- 
0412 or by visiting their Face book page called 
Konmgmg Wrlhehnma Fonds Aiiiba. 
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Sarah-Quita 

WINS 

first Slalom event 
in South Korea 


ULSAN , South Korea - Wuh four days 
delay, finally on the lifth and sixth days 
the wuid came up agam, permittmg; 
four elimmations to take place m the 
Slalom discipline, Ar'ter two races 
Samh-Quita Offrmga and Fuiya Unln 
of Turkey tie for fii'st place, 

However , the Sblom rules for breaking 
a tie say that the windsurfer that won 
the last competLtion receives the 
victory. In this way, Sarah-Quita leads 


the lanking. 

On the folio wing day, a thu'd race takes 
place, where Lena Erdil of Turkey wins, 
now supposedly winnmg the event, 
which bumps Saiah,-Quita down to the 
second place, by a 0,3 point difference 
between the top three windsurfers. 

Du ling the event, Lena, Fuiya, and 
Saiah-Quita kept alcematmg as leader 
m the rankmg But Lena could not yet 


claim the victoiy, because the wind 
kept blowing and director of the mce 
decided toiun a fourth race. This fourth 
oce became the definitive showdown. 

The greatest battle was fought between 
Lena and Sarah-Quita who were both 
up for the championship title of the 
fii'st Slalom event of 2015, However, 
fram beginning to end Saiah-Quna was 
setdng the pace, and slowly but surely 


extended her lead over her opponent, 
who sees her hopes disappear' before 
her eyes when she ends at the third 
place in the fural race. 

Subsequently commentators say, 
'Offringa's fu'st position in the fleet of 
windsurfers was never in danger, and 
the Aruban crosses the finish hue not 
only as whiner of the heat, but of the 
event as well,'' 


Synchronized swimming 

TOURNAMENI 

next weekend 



DURING the upcoming weekend of May 23 
and 24, the Ai'uban SwunniLng League (AZB) is 
organizuig the biggest National Tournament m 
synchronized swimming for the year. This year’, 
there whl agam be an mternationai element, 
as a club from sister isbnd Curacao is also 
pai'ticipatlng. 

Durmg this tournament the Beginners, athletes 
who jList started training last September, whl 
also participate, givhig a presentation of what 
they have learned so far 

The ofiichil opening will take place on Saturday, 
23 May, at 6:00 p.m, at the Olympic Swhnmmg 
poolRoh Ersshck, after which the tournament 
will start right away The fhst to compete whl 
be the Solo routmes in the begmner's category. 


under 12, and then 13 to 15. 

On Sunday, 24 May, the day will stait with a 
Duet rouime by the Aru ba team, followed by the 
Team compehtions. As a .special presentation 
the Senior Team, vdio are currently in full- 
swing preparations for the upcommg Pan 
American Games, whl present their routme. 
The Senior Team whl swim two routines on 
Sunday mommg. 

The Senior Team and Duet Team National 
Competitions whl be held on Saturday, 13 June, 
as some of the athletes whl sdil be abroad m 
May. 

AVE mvites ah. of the Aruban people to then 
upconhng event. For more information. Look 
them up on Facebook, 
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North Korea tests 
ballistic missile 


\ 



PYDNGYANGj Nonh Korea. [CNN) - North Korea has carried out a successful underwater test of 
a. ballistic missiLe, the North Korean state news agency reported. Leader Kini Jong Uir oversaw the 
test hnnself,, KCNA reported on Safui\lay (Friday evening, FT), A submai'ine ia.unched the missiie 
at a location far from the North Korean mainland, according to the news agency 
Kim piaised the test as a "muaculous achievement" and said his country is capable of producing 
this type of missile. This missile was a ‘time bomb which will go off on the backs of our hostile 
enemies at any time," he added, the KCNA report said. Such rhetoric, while aiarmmg on its face, is 
not unlike Kim's pronouncements after nussile tests in the past. Wliile declining to talk about any 
specific "inteUigence matters," a U.S. State Depaitment official said more generally that "launches 
using baUistuc nussile technology are a clear' violation of multiple UN Security Council resolutions."' 
"We call on North Korea to refrain from actions that further raise tensions in the region and focus 
instead on taking concrete steps toward fulfiUmg its mternational commitments and obligations,” 
the official said. 

Analyst: Hard to defend submarine missiles with nuclear wariieads 

North Korea has ah'eady allocated a significant portion of its budget to the military, and Saturday's 
announcement does not necessarily signify a ramping up of mUitaiy efforts. 

Daniel Pinkston, deputypro ect dii'ector tor North East Asia at the International Crisis Group think 
tank, toLd CNN that, if authentic, the latest missile test “would be quite significant," since North 
Korea has been working on these capabilities for decades. 

"If they can depioy an operational submaiine that could launch ballistic missiles armed with nuclear 
warheads, it would give them a pretty credibie second stiike capability, and it's difficult to defend 
agamst So it would give them the kind of deterrent that they have said they wish to have," he said. 
"Everyone knew they had been working on this. I think actual flight test is sooner than people had 
expected.” 

Anti-ship missiles 

Also Saturday, a South Korean defense ministi'y official said North Korea had fired three ship-to-slup 
missiles frem the sea near North Korea's eastern city of Wonsan 

No other derails were available as of yet, the official said. The missiles were fired in an hour-long 
window Saturday afternoon local time [between 3:25 and 4:23 a.m. ET.) 

The anti-ship missiles are designated KN-01 type by South Korea, and are not in the same category 
as the Submarine-Launched ballistic missile reponedly tested by the Noith. That Launch was from a 
port farther to the north, up the eastern coast of the Korean Penmsula. 

News of the latest missile frrmgs come one day after North Korea threatened to attack, without 
warning, any South Korean navaL ships that entered disputed waters west of the peninsula. 

South Korea responded by threatening to retaliate if North Korea carries out any acts of aggression. 


Man, woman charged 
with murdering two 
policemen in Mississippi 



A man and wroman in Mtssissippi were arrested and 
chaiged with murder on Sunday after two police officers 
were shot dead a day earlier while conducting a mutine 
traffic stop m Hattiesbuig, officials said, Authoiitieshad 
launched a manhunt after at least one suspect fled the 
scene of the shootmg in a police car Later found abandoned, 
and residents in the city about SO miles [130 km) southeast 
of Jackson were told to stay indoors. Mirvin Banks, 29, and 
Joanie CaLLoway, 22, were each chai'ged with two counts 
of capital murder, police said. Banks' brother Cuitis, 26, 
was also arrested and chai'ged with two counts of accessoiy 
after the fact of capital murder. Haitiesbui'g Mayor Johnny 
EXiPree said members of the public quickiy helped biing 
to ju stice those behind the fii'st killing of a police officer m 
the city for more than 30 years, 'The conununity helped 
us," he said, without elaborating. 'No parent wants to 
bury then-child before them. And here we are on Mothers' 
Day, It's a tragedy for all Ameiica,'' he said. The shooting 
happened on Saturday evening after Officer Benjamin 
Deen, 34, stopped a gold Cadillac Escalade, and Liquoii 
Tate, a 25-year-old recent police academy graduate, ar¬ 
rived as backup. Two civUians called for help after finding 
the wounded officers. They were pronounced dead at a 
hospital in Hattie sbui^. DuPree told a news conference it 
was too eaily to discuss a possible motive, and that a probe 
by the Mississippi Bureau of Investigation was ongomg 
"We know the officer called tor backup foi' a reason ... 
we'll find that out," he said. "We will not jeopardize this 
investigation by guessing." State court records showed 
the Banks brothers are felons with multiple arrests for 
firearms charges. DuPree said Calloway had been driving 
the Escalade at the time of the shooting. The suspects were 
arrested in different locations in Hattiesbui^, police said. 
The killin gs aie another remmder of the danger s of police 
work and comes as Law enforcement faces heavy cruLcism 
over the use of Lethal force, especially agamst minority 
groups. 

Deen and Tate are the ninth and 10th law enforcement 
officers in the United States shot and killed bv assailants 
in 2015, according to the Officer Dovra Memoiiai Page, a 
non-profit organization that tiacks police deaths m the 
hne of duty. 
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Saudi-led airsirike 
leaves former Yemen 
president's home in ruins 



SAUDI-LED coalition air- 
striltes in Yemen continued 
on Sunday, leaving a Sanaa 
residence of former Yemeni 
Presidenc All Abdullah Saleh 
in ruins. 

An eyewitness said three au'- 
strike s hit the area durmg dawn 
prayers and left civilians in¬ 
jured 

'There were three arrstrikes 
during the dawn prayer time 
that hit civilians, the in jured 
are civihans, they didn't show 


u s mercy and they didn't let any 
of God's mercy come down on 
us But [refeiTing to the Saudi 
Kmg, he says] tor a lot of days 
Salman will not givs up and will 
not leave us alone,” said Abdul¬ 
lah al-Roudi. 

Saleh and his forces back the 
Iian-aUied Houthis in Yemen. 
Air strikes m Yemen started 
in March to prevent a Houthi 
advance and restore the govern¬ 
ment of current President Abd 
Rabbuh Mansur Hadi. He fled 


his home and is taking refuge 
in Riyadh. 

The UN says many of the aii- 
strikes breach international 
humanitarian law 
Meanwhile Houthi fighters 
have accepted a five-day cease 
fn'e which rs due to start on 
Tuesday night. 

Saudi Arabia proposed the 
truce m Yemen after the US 
secretaiy of state appealed tor 
a pause to allow humamtai'ian 
aid into the countiy 
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#Yenien | The of fornier Yetneni presideni All Abduiteh 
Saleti in Sanaa wtiich was targeted by flSaudi-led coalition 
t2.30 AM ■ ID May 2Dfu 


The ceasefire, scheduled to 
begin on Tuesday, vyould help 
ease the suffermg of civilians 
m the Arab world's poorest 
countiy who mcreasingly lack 
food, fuel and medicme since 
the bombmg campaign began 


on 26 March. 

The c onflict m Yemen has killed 
more tlran l,d00 people - many 
of them civilians, according to 
the United Nations. 

Source: Euronews 


Turkish PM crosses into Syria to visit historic Ottoman tomb 


TURKISH Prime Minister Ahmet Daviitoglu briefly 
crossed mto Syria on Sunday to visit the tomb of a re¬ 
vered Ottoman figure and vowed Turkey's flag would 
fly there forever, prompting Damascus to accuse him 
of aggression. 

The tomb of Suleyman Shah, grandfather of the found¬ 
er of the Ottoman Empire, had originally been situated 
further in side Syria but was relocated to within a few 
hundred meters of the border in February in aTurkish 
military operation. 

Davutoglu made the brief foray over the border shortly 
before addressing campaign raUies for a June general 
election m the southern cities of Sanhurfa and Adana. 
'I bring you the salutations of Suleyman Shah, the 
leader of our revival,'' he told the Sanhur fa rally. ''Oui’ 
red flag wih fly over Suleyman Shah forever. 

The Syrian government condemned what it described 


asDavutpglu's "mf'iltiation" without its permission, 
"(k) ^ clear aggression on a countiy with sovereignty 
and a bieach of Laws and mternatronal accords," said 
a government statement released on the state news 
agency SANA. 

The relocatLon of the tomb, which mvolved tanks, 
drones and reconnaissance planes as weh as several 
hundred ground troops^ was the first Incursion by 
Turkish troops into Syria since the start of the civil war 
there four years ago. 

No clashes took place during that operation, although 
one soldier waskihed in an accident. 

Turkey, a NATO member wnh a 900-km [560-mile) 
border with Syria, wants President Bashar al-Assad 
removed from power but has refused to take a fiont- 
Ime mihtary role m a U.S.-led coalition, aigumg that 
fighting Assad's forces, not just bombmg Islamic State 


mhirants, should be the aim 

The tomb had been on a site witlnn Syria that Ankara 
considers sovereign teriitoiy as agreed in a 1921 neaty. 
The Turkish government informed the Syrian consul¬ 
ate in Istanbul about the February operation but did 
not await Syi'ia's agreement, wtuch Damascus said 
violated the treaty. 
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Gun battle in ethnic Albanian region 
deepens Macedonian crisis 


MACEDONIA said on Sunday its police had wiped our a group oJ: ethnic 
Albanian "teiTori£ts" m a day-long gun battle that Left at least 22 people dead 
at a moment of deep political ctisLS m the formei Yugoslav republic. 

NATO, whic h dragged Micedonia from the hiuik of civil war m 2001, called for a 
"ti'anspoient Investigation" of what went on when heavily armed pohce entered 
a mainly Albanian neighborhood m the north shortly before dawn on Saturday, 
The government said eight police and 14 members of an "armed group" had 
been killed in the ensumg gun battle, describmg the gunmen as former rebel 
commanders ftom neighboring Kosovo, which broke from Serbia m war m 
1999 and m spued an ethnk Albanian insmgency m Micedonia two years later. 
Police said the gunmen were plotting to attack civilian and state targets this 
month, just as a pohticol crisis rocking the government threatens to chmax m 
an opposition rally called for May 17 

Explosions and automatic gunfire lattled the town of Kumanovo through Satur¬ 
day and mto Sunday, recalling the cbshes of 2001 between government forces 
and guerrillas from Macedonia's ethnK Albanian mmoiity. 

Then, NATO brokered a peace deal and some of the guerrillas entered govern¬ 
ment. But tensions remam, fueled by poverty, isolation and the gbckilpace of 
integintion with the West. 

ISTATO Secretary-GeneralJens Stoltenbeig called for calm and "a transparent 
investigation to establish what happened”. The Organisation for Secuiity and 
Cooperation m Europe (OSCEj also urged a thorough investigation. 
Consenrative Prime MinisterhTikob Gruevski, whose nme-yeoi' hold on power 
has been threatened by ailegations of illegal iAhre-tappmg and abuse of power 
leveled by opposition leader Zoron Zaev, suggested some of those killed or ar¬ 
rested m Kumanovo had fought “in the Middle East". 

FRUSTRATIONS 

'This Lsnota Macedonbn-Albanbn conflict, but a conflict between people who 
mean no good to the state and people who uphold the state," he said in a hve 
televised address after pohce dec bred the operation over. 

Dozens of people were arrested, some of them taken to court handcuffed and 
in white jump-suits The scene of the fightmg remamed oft-hnuts to journalists 
and residents, many of whom had fled carrying their beiongmgs m bags. An 
esthnated 30 percent of Macedonb's 2 milli on people are ethnic Aihamans. 

In Kumanovo, they poured scorn on the official version of events. 

'This is pure manipubtion/’ said 40-yeai-oLd EUiam Murad, an unemployed 
Aibonian man who liad fled his home in the besieged suburb. He said he had 
seeu nothmg unusual in the days Leading up to the police operation, except for 
a drone aircraft flying above the town the day before. 

'This IS a stunt by Gmevskito cover up Zaev's levebtions," he said. Asked if he 
WDuid attend the May 17 protest, Murad lephed: 'Til go, dead or ahve " 
Ambassadors of the United States, Euiop>ean Union, OSCE and NATO issued 
a jomt statement saymg they hoped the drama wouLd prompt leaders 'to puU 
together and engage m dialogue on ail issues facing the country, including the 
protracted pohticol crisis". 

Macedonia's bid to join NATO and the EU, seen m the Balkans as a promise of 
jobs, prosperity and freedom of movement, is blocked by along-runnmg dispute 
with Greece over the counn'y's name. 

An Interior Ministry spokesman, Ivo Kotevski, said 37 pohce offtcers had been 
wounded in the clashes, and did not rule out that the death toil might rise. 
Two were buried m the western region of Tetovo, them coffms draped m the 
Macedonian flag and escorted by uniformed colleagues 




Source: Reuters 





























































BOGOTA - Colombui's president will 
ask the goveinment to suspend aerial 
fumigation of coca plants used to make 
cocaine, he said on Saturday, amid signs 
the weed killer used may cause cancer, 
a decision which could complicate the 
counny's' war on diiigs. 

President Juan Manuel Santos said 
on Saturday he will ask the National 
Narcotics Council to suspend crop 
dustuig flights alter the World Health 
Oiganization CWHO) said m March that 
giyphosate they disperse is "‘probably 
carcinogenic to humans'". 

Colombia is one of the world's biggest 
producers of cocame, which is derived 
from the coca plant. Its leftist rebel 


groups, the FARC and ELN as welL as 
crimmal gangs, make huge sums from 
theii' involvement in its production and 
trafficking. 

' This mu St not from any point of view, be 
seen as a softening of our policy against 
narco-traffLcking," Santos said. 

"On the contrary, I have given instruc¬ 
tions to both the Defense Munstrypohce 
and prosecutor to mtensify our work 
against other parts of the chain, wirich 
could even be more effective." 

Santos will suggest a transition period 
lastmg until October to shht to alterna¬ 
tive means of eradicating the plants, 
including manuaiLy uprooting them, 
a method used mcreasmgiy in recent 
years while aerial fumigation has been 


scaled back. 

Crop fumigation IS backed by the United 
States government and carried out by 
U.S. contractors working in Colombia 
and the nadonaianti-narcotics police, m 
a iong-runmng effort to eradicate coca 
field sand stem cocaine production, 

The Andean country's health ministry 
had called for the suspension of glypho- 
sate use in light of the WHO's reclassi¬ 
fication of glyphosate and the Constitu¬ 
tional Council also said a halt would be 
necessary ii the chemical posed a lisk. 
Glyphosate rs a key mgredient In the 
world's most widely used herbicide, 
Roundup, produced by Monsanto Co 
Monsanto says glyphosate has been 
proven safe for decades, and has de¬ 


manded the WHO retract its clauns. 
Colombia is the only country In the 
world where plantations for drug pro¬ 
duction are taigeted from the ati and 
1.6 million hectares have been sprayed 
with glyphosatem the last three decades 
to wipe out coca. 

The government and FARC have agreed 
on a plan to eradicate the drugs trade m 
Colombia once they reach a defmitive 
peace deal. The two sides are negorlat- 
mg to end a 50 yeai' wai' which has lolled 
more than 220,000 though critics ques¬ 
tion whether the FARC and other groups 
will abandon the lucrative trade 

Souiee: Reuters 


Venezuela parliamentary elections 
to be held in fourth quarter 

VENEZUELA will hold parliamentaiy elections m the last quarter of this year and the exact date will be announced soon, the head of the National Electoral 
Council [GNE^ said on Sunday. 

Pressure has been mountmg on the sociahst President Nicolas Maduro to set the date for the 2015 parliamentary elections. The scheduled vote comes as a severe 
economic downturn pummels Maduro's popukiruy, leading to speculatron in some quarters that the election may not be called at all. 

"Where are they getting this idea that we won't have elections?" Tibisay Lucena said in an mterview with the Televen television channel. 

""Fiom the start of tins year, we've said that this is an electoral year. We can say that in the last quarter of this year we'll have the elections We're going to announce 
it veiy soon." 

Leftist ally and regional heavyweight Eraziion Thursday urged elections to be called as soon as possible. 
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Typhoon Noul: 


Storm signal 
No* 4 in 4 areas 



MAFflLA, Philippmes - Four provinces in the northern tip of 
Lu zon were plnced under public storm wai nmg signni number 4 
as Typhoon Dodong (inteinatio-naLname Noul) moved faster and 
closer towaids Cagayan Valley. 

State weather bureau PAGASA said I>odong was located at 140 
khometere s east southea st of Tuguegarao City (17 3“N, 123 0"E) a s 
of ID am Sunday, May 10, 

Packing maxhnum sustained whtd s of 1S5 km/h near the center 
and gu stiness of up to 220 km/h, the typhoon is forecast to move 
northwest at 20 km/h. The US Navy's Jomt Typhoon Warnmg 
Center has labeled Dodong a super typhoon. 

Efodong is expected to hit land m Santa Ana, Cagayan Sunday 
afternoon or early evening. 


Public storm warning signal 
number 4 was raised over: 

Northeastern Cagayan 

Batanes 

Babuyan 

Calayan Group of Islands 

The following areas were placed under public storm 
warning signal number 3: 

Rest of Cagayan 
Isabela 



Ai'eas withm the 150 kilometer diameter of the typhoon wili experience heavy to intense rams. 

PAGASA warned fisheitblks from venturing out to sea as waves could reach more than 14 meters m 
open seas near areas under pubHc storm waj'iimg signab number 3 and 4. 

In open seas near areas under storm warning signal 2, wave heights could reach between 4.1 meters 
to 14 meters while areas under storm warning signal number 1 could experience wave heights of 
between 1.25 meters to 4 meters. 

The government has suspended ferry sendeesm affected areas and some domestic flights have also 
been cancelled, 

Dodong is expected to leave the P hilip pine Area ofResponsibilLty Tuesday morning. May 12. 

Tourists and travellers are advised to refiam from gomg to beaches along the section of Isabela and 
Cagayan. -Sappier com 


Public storm warning signal 
number 2 was hoisted over: 

Northern Aurora 
Kalinga 

Mountain Province 

Ifugao 

Apayao 

The following provinces were placed under public 
storm warning signat number 2: 

Rest of Aurora 
Abra 

locos Sur 
locos Norte 
Quu'ino 


Typhoon Dodong 

International Name Noul 
Public Storm Warning Signals 
3$ of May 10, 2A1S, 11 am 
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China cuts interest rates for third time 
in six months as economy sputters 



CHINA cut interest rates for 
the thiid time in six months 
on Sunday in a bid to Lower 
compaiue s' borrowing cost s and 
stoke a sputtermg economy that 
is headed for its wot st year in a 
quarter of a c entury. 

Anaiysts welcomed the wide¬ 
ly-expected move, but pre¬ 
dicted policymakers would 
relax re serve requ irement sand 
cut rates agam in the commg 
months to counter the head- 
wuids facing the world's sec- 
ond-laigest economy. 

The People's Bank of China 
(PBOC) said on its website it 
was lowermg its benchmark, 
one-year lending rate by 25 
basis points to 5.1 percent 
from May 11. It cut the bench¬ 
mark deposit mte by the same 
amount to 2.25 percent. 
"Chma's economy IS still facmg 
relatively big downward pres¬ 
sure," thePBOC said. 

"At the same time, the overall 


level of domestic prices remain s 
low, and real interest rates aie 
still higher than the historical 
average," it said. 

Sunday s rate cut came ju st days 
a f ter we a ke r- than - e xp ec te d 
April trade and mflation data, 
highlighting that China's econo¬ 
my is under persistent pressure 
from soft demand at home and 
abroad. 

While the PBOC acknowledged 
the difficulties facmg Chma's 
economy, ir said m its statement 
accompanymg the announce¬ 
ment that it wants to strike a 
balance between support mg 
growth and deepening struc¬ 
tural reforms. 

As pait of the se reforms, it hf ted 
the ceiUng for deposit rates on 
Sunday to 1.5 tmies the bench¬ 
mark level, the biggest mcrease 
m the ceUmg smce it began to 
hberahze the interest rate sys¬ 
tem m 2012. 


MORE EASING AHEAD 

Economists had said it was a 
matter of when, not if, China 
eased policy agam after eco¬ 
nomic growth m the first quar¬ 
ter cooled to 7 percent, a level 
not seen since the depths of the 
2008/09 global financial crisis. 
Indeed, some analysts have 
even said recently that the 
PBOC had fallen behind the 
curve by not responding aggres- 
siveiy enough to deterioratmg 
conditLons. 

With Ghma set to publish more 
key economic data on Wednes¬ 
day, including industi'kil output 
and mvesmient, the timmg of 
the rate cut could add to wor¬ 
ries that figure s may disappom t 
across the board again, as they 
did m March. 

For now, however, some were 
confident that poiicymakers 
can arrest the slide. 
"Intensified policy loosening 


wiLL help effectively halt the 
economic slowdown," said Xu 
Hongcai, a senior economist at 
China Centre tor International 
Economic Exchanges, a weLL- 
connected thmk- tank m Bei jng. 
A coohng property market and 
slackening growth in manu¬ 
facturing and mvestment have 
weighed on the Chmese econ¬ 
omy Annual growth is widely 
forecast to sag to 7 percent this 
year, down from 7 4 percent in 
20M. 

In an attempt to energize ac¬ 
tivity, the PBOC has now Low¬ 
ered interest rates and relaxed 
the reserve requnement ratio 
(EEE.] Jive times m six months, 
and many economists beheve 
more pohcy loosening is m 
store. 

This is partly because despite 
the steady drum rod of pohcy 
easing, there are indications 
it has not benefited the real 
economy. Some data suggests 


banks are nor pa ssmg on lower 
interest rates to borrowers, 
and credit is stilL not flowing 
to the sectors in most need of 
the funds. 

'The effectiveness of the rate 
cut won't be very big," said Li 
Qilin, an economist at Mhish- 
eng Securities. 'The PBOC has 
already cut benchmark incerest 
rate by a total of 6 5 basis points, 
but borrowing costs have only 
faUen maigmalLy" 

STRUGGLING BANKS 

Banks are also stmgglmg as the 
economy founders. Lendmg has 
slowed, bad loan s are pilmg up, 
and profits margms are gettmg 
squeezed as China hberahzes 
its mterest rate marker. Banks' 
earnings reports Last month 
showed profit growth hit a six- 
ysar lowm the first quarter. 
Given these challenges, the 
PBOC said it does not expect 
banks to pay savers the maxi¬ 
mum deposit rate aUowed by 
aurhoiities. 

And with the prospect that 
boiTowmg costs may stay stub¬ 
bornly elevated, government 
economists told Reuters ear¬ 
lier this month authorities may 
ramp up state spending to shore 
up growth, m the hope that lis- 
cai policy would work where 
monetary pohcy ha sn't. 

ButLiHuiyong, an economist at 
Shenwan Hongyuan Secuiities, 
cautioned against thinking that 
Lower borrowmg costs would 
not trickle down to businesses 
and consumers at some pomt. 
"Don't underestmiate the cu¬ 
mulative effect of the cuts in 
interest rates and BRR," Li said. 
"Tins won't be the last cut. 'The 
rate couid be lowered to 2 per¬ 
cent at least, and we expect the 
economy to gradually stablhze 
in the connng two quarters." 

-Source. Reuters 
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SPORTS 


Real Madrid held by Valencia, 
Barcelona close in on La Liga title 



B ARC ELONA are on the biiiik of winning the La 
Liga title after ReaiMidiid dropped two precious 
points m n 2-2 draw at home to VhLencia, 

Madrid, who started the day two points behind 
their arch-rivals, were stunned by two goals m 
the space of seven inmutes by Champrons League- 
chasing Valencia Paco Akacer and Javi Fuego 
both netted and Madrid had it all to do after just 
26 namutes, 

CristianoHonaldo then spurned the chance to bring 
the home side back into the game as his penalty kick 
m first-half stoppage time was kept out goalkeeper 
Diego Alves. 


Madrid pushed and pushed in the second half and 
did get back on level terms tlirough Pepe and Isco, 
but Alves was heroic m the Vilencia goal and he 
ensured they kept a share of the spoils, 

Barcelona moved one step closer to winnmg the 
Primem Division title after beating Real Sociedad 
2-0 thanks to a header from hTeymar and a stunning 
overhead kick from Pedro m the second half. 

Luis Enrique's side could not offer the same barn- 
stonnmg performance that saw them romp to vic¬ 
tory over Bayern Munich on Wednesday as David 
Moyes' side produced another impressive defensive 
display against the Catalans, but their resrstance 
wilted after the break. 

Barcelona are now four pomts clear with two 
rounds of games to go. They travel to Atletico 
Madrid next Sunday and then host relegation- 
threatened Deportivo La Coruna the following 
week knowing one win would ensure the title. 
However, that is subject to the league averting 
planned strike. 

Baira found a way through m the 52nd mmute, 
Lionel Me ssi launched a now tiademark left-footed 
cross ftx3m the right of midfield mto the box and 
MUcel Gonzalez glanced the ball backward s,allow- 
mgNeymar to nod the ball in at the far post for the 
50th goal for Barca. 

The win was sealed when Me ssi cut mto the box 
from the right and a Real Sociedad defender sent 
his attempted cross spinning into the air, and Pedi'o 
reacted quickly and mteUigently to execute an over¬ 
head kick and smash the ball past GeronmioRuUi 

Source ESPNFC 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Avengers' stays on top 
with $77.2 million 
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AVENGERS : Age of Ultron continues to duzzLe audiences and take revenge on 
the rest of the box office offerings. 

The Disney/MarveL sequel kept its power two weekend s m a row, earning m its 
second weekend what many summer films wouid love to earn in rlieii' opening 
weekends — S77.2 miUion. 

The fihn now boa sts a 10-day total of S 312.9 million, with a ma ssive global total of 
S375.3 million, ac cordmg to studio estimates fromRentrak . 

"Everyone expected this to be number one two weeks in a row," says Ken trak analyst 
Paul Dergaia bedian. "It' s doing mas sive bu siness in ternationally. Tire global gros s is 
pushmg on $1 biUion, aird has yet to open m two huge and vitally important global 
tenitorres' Chin a and Japan. "It's the very definition of a summer popcorn movie." 
Hot Pui'suit, starrmg Sofia \fergara and Reese Witherspoon, made SI 3.. 3 miUion in 
its debut, despite a critical drubbing. The female buddy comedy eked out a paltry 
6% critical approval rating on RottenTomatoes.com , though it fared better with 
audiences, with 51% hking it 

'I don't think anyone expected a massive debut,” says Dei'gar a bedian. "For com¬ 
edies, it's important that critics say it's funny, so that was tough for Hot Pursuit. But 
what Whrner Bro s. wa s tr ymg to do with this film was offer an alternative for female 
audiences. It should have a solid hfe on the small screen when it hits home video " 
In thu’d place, adult drama Age of Adahne, starring Blake Lively, is thrivmg in 
blockbu ster season as it finds a niche, paiticulaiiy diawmg older audiences. In its 


third weekend, Adaline grossed S5.6 tmllion (with a mmuscule drop of 10%), thus 
brmgmg its total to S 31.5 milhon. 

April megahit Furious 715 still revving m fourth place, holding strong considering 
that the movie is in its sixth weekend of release ($5.3 milhon, brmgmg its North 
Ameiican total to $338.4 miUion and its global take to $1.5 bUhon). Worldwide, 
It's the fourth-highest grossmg fUm of all time, behmd Avatai', Titanrc and the 
original Avengers. 

Rounding out the top five is Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2, another critical bomb that 
appealed to only on Rotten Tomatoes. But it added another $5.2 mUlion m its 
fourth weekend, bumblmg its way to $581 mUlion. 

Although this weekend is down by about 5% h’om the same weekend a year ago, 
Dei'garabedian predicts "this summer is going to be ahead of last summer by leaps 
and bounds." 

Not to be drsmissed are we 11-received mdies that aie holdmg their own Ex 
Michina,which earned $3.5 milli on in its fidth weekend out, brmgmg this criticai 
and audience hit to $15.7 million. Also, Far From the Maddmg Crowd, 'which had 
a 361% increase over its debut last weekend, raking in slightly more than $1 mU- 
hon in 99 theaters. 

'That's the really cool thing about the movies now," Etergambedian says. 'There's 
such a great variety of the types of fihns that are out there: You have the specialty 
mdies for an antidote to your typical summer blockbuster or buddy comedy" 
















